Sports: Raiders face a challenge in Cowboys ground game, even without suspended star running back Ezekiel Elliott. C1 
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in with four cookie 
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‘You’re not just towing a vehicle, you’re towing somone’s home.’ 
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RISIS DRIVES PEOPLE 
IN THEIR RVs 
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RV resident Robert Ramirez, 54, has been living in his RV for about six months, and supports himself by collecting recyclables and through 
government assistance. He says he wishes he could park his trailer in an RV park for more stability in his life, but he can’t afford it. 


Cities are struggling to deal with encampments of trailers, mobile homes and campers 
as high prices and shortage of housing force Bay Area residents to find alternatives 


By Louis Hansen 
lhansen@bayareanewsgroup.com 


Robert Ramirez lives in an old 
RV, parked curbside in an indus- 
trial section of San Jose. 

He knows one day soon he’ll 
get that knock on his door. Po- 
lice will politely ask him to relo- 
cate. Neither party will be happy, 
Ramirez said, but he’ll agree to 
move along. 

It’s happened before, and he 
expects it will happen again — 
no matter how hard he tries to 
be a good neighbor and keep his 
vehicle and sidewalk clean. The 
54-year-old lives on public assis- 


tance and collecting recyclables. 
“T have to do whatever I have to 
do,” he said. 

Bay Area cities are coming to 
realize what Ramirez already 
knows — parking tickets won’t 
solve the problem of finding a 
place to live. From Oakland to 
San Jose, officials are struggling 
to cope with a growing influx of 
RV dwellers seeking a safe, per- 
manent place for the only homes 
they can afford. 

“Weve never seen it like this,” 
said Tom Myers, executive direc- 
tor of Community Services Agency 
of Mountain View, where the city 
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RVs are seen parked along South 7th Street in San Jose, 
reflecting an increase in folks living in RVs. 


Warning in paradise! 


Hawaii updates nuclear siren, while Bay Area preparations are few 


By Casey Tolan 


ctolan@bayareanewsgroup.com 


HONOLULU » For the first time 
in more than three decades, an 
ominous warning siren blared 
across Hawaii earlier this month 
— an alarm that one day could 
mean a nuclear missile is about 
to hit. 

The siren, a Cold War relic 
brought back in the wake of new 
threats from North Korea, is the 
centerpiece of the most wide- 
ranging campaign in the U.S. 
to prepare for a nuclear strike. 
Over the last few months, state 
officials have aired TV ads warn- 
ing Hawaiians to “get inside, 
stay inside” if an attack is im- 
minent. They’ve also held meet- 
ings across the islands to edu- 
cate residents on the danger. 

Especially after North Korea’s 
latest missile test, some experts 
believe California and the Bay 
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Hawaii: If North Korea 
launches a nuclear strike 
on the Aloha State, ex- 
perts say Hawaii's early 
warning siren will give 
p residents a 
B 13-minute 
heads up 
to take 
shelter. 
Bay Area: 
Are we pre- 
pared? San 
Francisco 
and Oakland 


Tourists in Honolulu have been greeted by warning sirens for the first 
time in three decades in response to threats from North Korea. 


Area — one of the closest U.S. 
metro areas to Pyongyang after 
Honolulu — should follow Ha- 
waii’s example. But so far the 
Golden State’s reaction has been 


starkly different. 


the front lines because it’s so 
close to North Korea, but these 


CALEB JONES — ASSOCIATED PRESS have sirens 
they’ve been 
testing, but 
San Jose's 
siren system 
was dis- 
mantled and 
would take mil- 
lions to rebuild. 


“Hawaii feels like it’s on 
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NEWS ON THE GO 


News on 
your phone 


Download the Mercury News mobile app 
for the best news from across the region. 
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‘Tax bill 
could hit 
hard in 
Bay Area 


Some widely used 
deductions will vanish 
or be cut if plan passes 


DECEMBER 17, 2017 


By Patrick May 


pmay@bayareanewsgroup.com 


Despite a few eleventh-hour 
wrinkles, Republicans in the 
House and Senate hope to vote 
as early as Monday on their am- 
bitious tax plan that will cut in- 
dividual and corporate rates — 
while impacting Americans in 
different parts of the country in 
decidedly different ways. 

On Friday Republicans said 
they had lined up the support to 
pass the plan out of the Senate; 
a winning margin in the House 
of Representatives was already 
all but certain. Assuming those 
votes play out as planned, it'll be 
just a presidential signature away 
from reality. 

So what does this all mean for 
the Bay Area, a place where tax- 
payers rely on mortgage-interest 
and property-tax deductions in a 
red-hot housing market and com- 
panies like Apple are looking for 
tax breaks that might help them 
bring back billions stashed over- 
seas? Earlier versions of the GOP 
tax bills — one each in the House 
and Senate — had a cornucopia of 
controversial and differing provi- 
sions on issues critical to those of 
us who live here, including mort- 
gage-interest and state income 
tax deductions. Now all of those 
differences have been resolved in 
a combined bill. 

Remember that in addition to 
rewriting particular provisions 
of the tax code, the GOP tax re- 
form cuts corporate taxes across 
the board, and trims income tax 
rates for many Americans. So it 
isn’t a simple matter to say how 
the loss of one tax break or the 
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Start your day with Morning Re- 
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the Bay Area and beyond in your 
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